
BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

GIIPUJA
Where Istrian roots meet
contemporary jazz.
JAZZ FROM ISTRIA / ACOUSTIC COLOUR / COLLECTIVE IMPROVISATION

“Rooted in place. Open to the moment.”

OFFICIAL BIOGRAPHY

A contemporary jazz language shaped by Istria

GIIPUJA is a Croatian jazz quartet whose musical identity grows from the encounter between contemporary jazz and the
traditional music of Istria and the Croatian Littoral. Rather than treating regional folk material as an ornament, the
ensemble brings its melodies, scales, rhythmic patterns and characteristic timbres into the centre of an open, modern
improvisational language.

The quartet's unusual instrumentation is central to its sound. Damjan Grbac on double bass and Tonči Grabušić on
drums create a flexible rhythmic foundation, while Marko First moves between violin and traditional Istrian instruments
such as sopela and mih, and Aldo Foško adds the dark, resonant voice of the bass clarinet. With no piano or guitar, the
music remains transparent and spacious, allowing lines to overlap, separate and reconnect in real time.

GIIPUJA's repertoire is built around original compositions inspired by the cultural landscape of Istria. The result is music
that can be earthy and rhythmic, lyrical and atmospheric, intimate and expansive. Improvisation is not an added layer
but the element that keeps the material alive: every performance reshapes the music through listening, interaction and
collective instinct.

Across its work, the quartet balances a deep respect for heritage with a clearly contemporary artistic voice. Projects
such as Forest GIIPUJA extend that identity beyond the concert stage, connecting sound, landscape and visual
atmosphere. GIIPUJA is therefore less a fusion of two separate worlds than a living musical continuum - tradition
remembered, transformed and renewed in the present.
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THE ENSEMBLE

Four voices. One evolving musical landscape.
Heritage, timbre and improvisation in constant dialogue.

LINE-UP

DAMJAN GRBAC
double bass

MARKO FIRST
violin / sopela / mih

ALDO FOŠKO
bass clarinet

TONČI GRABUŠIĆ
drums

LIVE PROFILE

FORMAT Quartet

DURATION 60-90 minutes

SUITABLE FOR Jazz festivals, concert halls, cultural
venues and theatres

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS

OPUS JAZZ CLUB
Budapest Music Center

SILE JAZZ FESTIVAL
International festival appearance

MUSICA SULLE BOCCHE
Mediterranean festival setting

ROSSETUM JAZZ FESTIVAL
European jazz circuit

MUSICAL IDENTITY

Contemporary jazz shaped by Istrian melody,
asymmetrical rhythm, acoustic colour and collective
improvisation.

FOREST GIIPUJA

A visual music project connecting the quartet's sound
world with landscape, place and nature.

BOOKING & ENQUIRIES

Bring GIIPUJA to your stage.
bookings@bongaertsproductions.com

+32 485 20 85 93

www.bongaertsproductions.com

Biography prepared for press, presenters and promotional use. © Bongaerts Productions 2026.
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