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Where melody, silence and imagination meet.
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TWO PATHS.
ONE SHARED
LANGUAGE.

Gabriele di Franco and Francesco Negro are composers and
musicians from Puglia, in southern Italy. Their musical history
brings together two distinct artistic paths. While Gabriele
spent more than a decade abroad and is now based in
Belgium, Francesco chose to root his work in their homeland.
The duo transforms that distance into connection: two
individual voices meeting through composition, improvisation
and a shared fascination with sound.

Their collaboration began with a desire to explore the
encounter between the acoustic timbre of the piano and the
sound of a semi-acoustic guitar. Electronics gradually
became a third presence in the music - never an effect added
for its own sake, but a subtle extension of colour, resonance
and space. Written structures give each piece a clear
emotional direction, while open passages allow the musicians
to respond freely to one another.

In 2022 the duo released its debut album Synolon on the
Italian Workin' Label. The record united their love of song,
jazz, folk, classical music and free improvisation in nine
carefully shaped pieces. Its release led to concerts in Italy,
Belgium and Germany. The opening track, Acqua, received
an award at the first Ise-Shima International Popular Music
Composition Competition in Japan.
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Their second album, Cantabile, deepens the melodic and
lyrical character of the duo. Recorded in Arezzo and
released by Da Vinci Jazz in 2024, it moves with quiet
confidence between acoustic intimacy and electronic detail.
Spanish singer and composer Vanesa Gil Diaz appears on
two compositions, adding the human voice to a sound world
already defined by its natural sense of song.

Although firmly rooted in jazz, Di Franco / Negro Duo is not
confined by genre. Improvised music, folk memory, pop
sensibility and contemporary chamber music all leave
traces in their work. On stage, precision and freedom
coexist: melody is allowed to breathe, silence becomes part
of the composition, and each performance unfolds as a
refined, spontaneous conversation.
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SHORT BIOGRAPHY

INTIMATE.
LYRICAL.
OPEN TO DISCOVERY

Di Franco / Negro Duo brings together Italian composers
Gabriele di Franco and Francesco Negro in a refined dialogue
between acoustic piano, semi-acoustic guitar and electronics.
Originating from Puglia and now based between Italy and
Belgium, they create music in which carefully composed forms
open into spontaneous improvisation. Their sound is rooted in
jazz while drawing freely from folk, classical music, electronics
and pop. Following their debut album Synolon (Workin' Label,
2022), the duo released Cantabile through Da Vinci Jazz in
2024, further developing their passion for melody, lyricism and
subtle sonic colour. Every performance is an intimate
conversation shaped by space, listening and discovery.

THE MUSICIANS

GABRIELE DI FRANCO guitar & effects

FRANCESCO NEGRO acoustic piano
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ARTIST INFO www.gabrieledifranco.com/gdf_fn_duo/




