
BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS ARTISTS WE BELIEVE IN. STAGES THAT MATTER.

JAZZ · ISTRIA · CONTEMPORARY IMPROVISATION

GIIPUJA

JAZZ FROM ISTRIA

TRADITION · IDENTITY · IMPROVISATION

WHERE ANCIENT ROOTS MEET A CONTEMPORARY JAZZ LANGUAGE.

PRESS & BOOKING INFORMATION



BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS ARTIST OVERVIEW

ARTISTIC IDENTITY

ANCIENT ROOTS. OPEN IMPROVISATION.

“A quartet where Istrian tradition becomes a living jazz language.”

GIIPUJA explores the meeting point between contemporary jazz and the traditional
music of Istria and the Croatian Littoral. Original compositions draw on regional
melodies, rhythms and scales, while improvisation keeps the music open,
responsive and alive.

Its unusual instrumentation - double bass, violin and traditional Istrian instruments,
bass clarinet and drums - creates a transparent acoustic sound with no harmonic
instrument, leaving room for colour, dialogue and collective invention.

AT A GLANCE

FORMAT

QUARTET

ORIGIN

CROATIA / ISTRIA

LANGUAGE

INSTRUMENTAL

SETTING

FESTIVALS · CLUBS · THEATRES

POSITIONING

A distinctive European jazz voice rooted in Istrian musical heritage.
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BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS ARTIST WORLD

BIOGRAPHY

GIIPUJA

GIIPUJA is a Croatian jazz quartet whose music grows from the encounter between contemporary improvisation and the traditional
sound world of Istria and the Croatian Littoral. Rather than treating folk material as decoration, the ensemble places its melodic
shapes, asymmetrical rhythms and characteristic scales at the centre of a modern jazz language.

The quartet's instrumentation gives the music an open architecture. Double bass and drums provide a flexible rhythmic foundation,
while violin, sopela, mih and bass clarinet bring colours closely connected to the region. Without piano or guitar, the music breathes
differently: lines overlap, separate and reconnect in real time.

GIIPUJA balances respect for heritage with a clear contemporary identity. The result can be lyrical, earthy, rhythmically alert and
atmospheric - always shaped by listening and collective improvisation.

ROOTED IN PLACE. OPEN TO THE MOMENT.

EVERY PERFORMANCE REIMAGINES THE MATERIAL.

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS

OPUS JAZZ CLUB

Budapest Music Center

SILE JAZZ FESTIVAL

International festival appearance

MUSICA SULLE BOCCHE

Mediterranean festival setting

ROSSETUM JAZZ FESTIVAL

European jazz circuit
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BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS LIVE & MUSIC

THE MUSIC

ISTRIA. IDENTITY. IMPROVISATION.

GIIPUJA brings the musical traditions of Istria into a contemporary jazz setting without smoothing away their distinctive character. Melody,
rhythm, timbre and improvisation form one shared language, moving between ritual energy, lyricism and spacious ensemble dialogue.

FOREST GIIPUJA

MUSIC IN DIALOGUE
WITH PLACE.

Forest GIIPUJA extends the quartet's sound
world into a visual project connected to
landscape and nature. The film places the
music in an environment that reflects the
ensemble's roots: direct, organic and
inseparable from Istria.

WATCH · LISTEN · DISCOVER

Live sessions, concert videos and selected
recordings.

BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS PRESS KIT / GIIPUJA 04



BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS PRESS & BOOKING

INTERNATIONAL BOOKING

BRING GIIPUJA
TO YOUR STAGE.

A distinctive quartet for jazz festivals, concert halls, cultural venues and
international programmes - combining Istrian musical heritage, acoustic
colour and contemporary improvisation.

PROJECT FACTS

LINE-UP

DAMJAN GRBAC · DOUBLE BASS

MARKO FIRST · VIOLIN / SOPELA / MIH

ALDO FOŠKO · BASS CLARINET

TON■I GRABUŠI■ · DRUMS

FORMAT

QUARTET

MUSICAL PROFILE

JAZZ · ISTRIA · IMPROVISATION

PRESS & BOOKING

BONGAERTS PRODUCTIONS

Wouter Bongaerts · Founder & Manager

bookings@bongaertsproductions.com

+32 485 20 85 93

Groenstraat 8 · 3621 Rekem · Belgium

www.bongaertsproductions.com

www.bongaertsproductions.com/giipuja

BOOKING ENQUIRY →
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